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The timing of the arrival of Paleo-Indians in the Great Plains 

and in North America, in general, is under renewed investiga-

tion. Recent genetic studies based on mitochondrial DNA sug-

gest that a founding population composed of four distinct ge-

netic lineages appeared in the Western Hemisphere between 

37,000 and 23,000 years before present (B.P.). It appears that 

all contemporary Native Americans are descendants of these 

Paleo-Indian lineages, including the hunter-gatherers who 

made their appearance in the Great Plains 18,000 years ago or 

earlier.  

(Paleo Indians, Encyclopedia of the Great Plains. David J. 

Wishart, editor.) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SWFAS April 25, 2015, Hobbs NM. 

5th Annual Perryton Stone Age Fair, April 28, 2015, Museum of the Plains, Perryton. sbrosowske@pphm.wtamu.edu       

806-434-0157 

Science Day May 1, Lamar Elementary 

TAS Field School, June 13-20, Colorado County TX. 

 AMARILLO PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS 

The Library has programs planned throughout April to enhance reading Empire of the Summer Moon, culminating with a 

visit by the author on May 4.  These include: 

Adobe Walls: Saturday, Apr il 11– Doors open at 9:30 and the program begins at 10. Southwest Branch Library 

Alvin R. Lynn, Texas Historical Commission steward and author of Kit Carson and the First Battle of Adobe Walls: A 

Tale of Two Journeys offers a closer look at one of the pivotal incidents of the Comanche Wars.    

Native American Genealogy:  Tuesday, April 14. Doors open at 6 and the program star ts at 6:30 PM  – East Branch 

Library 

Genealogist Cindy Wallace teaches how to determine –and document –whether you have Native American roots.    

Comanche: Myths vs Realities Culture:  Tuesday, Apr il 21. Doors open at 6 and the program begins at  6:30. – 

North Branch Library 

Learn more about Comanche history and art with Dr. Michael Grauer, Curator of Art & Western Heritage for Panhandle 

Plains Historical Museum.   

Film Screening:  Daughter of the Dawn: Tuesday, April 28. Doors open at 6 and the movie starts at 6:30. PM – North-

west Branch Library 

This silent era film boasts an all Native American cast and stars two of Quannah Parker’s children.  The film was believed 

lost until 2005, when it was rediscovered in a private collection.  Daughter of the Dawn was carefully restored by the Ok-

lahoma Historical Society and scored by Comanche composer David A. Yeagley.   Screening followed by a discussion led 

by Dr. Michael Grauer of PPHM and Dr. Brian Vizzini of the WTAMU History Department.    

A Conversation with S.C. Gwynne: Monday, May 4 at 7 PM  at the Globe-News Center 

The bestselling author and Pulitzer Prize finalist discusses his book and answers questions—coffee and book signing to 

follow. 

 Stacy Clopton Yates, Public Relations Coordinator Amarillo Public Library 

806-378-3051--office    806-570-7244--cell 

Stacy.Yates@amarillolibrary.org 
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MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

MARCH 18, 2015 

The meeting was called to order by President Donna Otto at 7 p.m., at the Downtown Amarillo Public Library second floor 

boardroom. There were 14 members in attendance. 

The following upcoming meeting and events were announced: 

 Flint Hills Conference March 21-22, 2015, White Cloud KS. 

 SWFAS April 25, 2015, Hobbs NM. 

 5th Annual Perryton Stone Age Fair, April 28, 2015, Museum of the Plains, Perryton. sbrosowske@pphm.wtamu.edu       

806-434-0157 

 Science Day May 1, Lamar Elementary 

 TAS Field School, June 13-20, Colorado County TX. 

PROGRAM: Alvin Lynn presented “Helicopter Horseman,” a video in which Alvin and Jason Abraham flew over the 

McKenzie Battle site in Palo Duro Canyon, spotting the Indian camp, trails in and out of the Canyon, and the Army camp.  

MINUTES: The February minutes were approved as published in the PAS Newsletter. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Pam Allison reported a balance of $4,087.02 with no outstanding bills. 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE REPORT: Rolla Shaller reported a balance of  $1,435.64 in the money market account and 

$5,043.31 in the CD. The report was approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: Rolla reported on the progress of the 50th SXFAS publication. There will be seven papers and three 

abstracts published. Since April 2014 was the 50th anniversary of SWFAS, Rolla and Paul Katz have put together a memo-

rial edition which includes material on the 17 societies which have been or are members of the Federation. Rolla presented 

a 123 page mock-up for the Society’s approval. It was decided to print 100 copies which will be for sale at the SWFAS 

meeting in April. 

NEW BUSINESS: The SWFAS meeting will be April 25 in Hobbs, hosted the SE New Mexico Society and two other enti-

ties, on the SE NM Jr. College campus. Main speakers will include Mike Collins and Todd Smith. For those planning to 

attend, meal count must be in by April 23. PAS will have our April meeting before if there are any additional announce-

ments. 

Rolla announced that Jerry Leatherman, former PAS Newsletter editor reports a new Society has been formed at Quitaque.  

Alvin announced that the West Texas Historical Association will be meeting April 11 at Amarillo College. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ruthe Carter, Secretary 
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 FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

Letter from Regge N. Wiseman to Pam Allsion: 

Dear Ms. Allison: 

Thank you so much for the most generous honorarium for my presentation at the Studer Banquet this past December. I 

have always enjoyed speaking before the PAS and its well-informed membership. 

Sincerely, 

Regge N. Wiseman 

Emeritus and Research Associate 

***** 

 

 

 

 

***** 

From Rolla: A little teaser about the movie, Daughters of Dawn to be shown at Amarillo Library at the end of 
April.    
  
This is the link to a U tube video of the movie Daughters of Dawn filmed in the 1920’s with an all Indian cast. 
It is part of the Amarillo Library programs. April 28. Rolla 
https://youtu.be/9Hhb9QXxcCM       

Published on Feb 27, 2014 

Daughter of Dawn is a 94 yr. old movie. It was shot in the Wichita Mountains and starred 300 Kiowa and Comanche Indi-

ans. 

***** 

When I began preparation for my PP presentation on Alibates Flint Quarries (15th at PAS, 25th at SWAF), I was surprised 

to find that it is almost unknown! Texas’ only National Monument, right here in our dooryard, and nobody knows any-

thing about it. There were no beautiful coffee table books, or even a pamphlet,  at Buffalo Bookstore, P-PHM Gift Shop, 

Barnes and Noble—well, you get the picture.  

One clerk peered earnestly into his computer screen and asked, “Alibates? That’s the author?”  

I finally located Izzard’s book on Amazon, and it ought to be here in a few days. I’ve arranged to go on the Ranger Tour 

and take pictures. I’ve read “a line here, a line there, precept upon precept.”  As they say, copying one author is plagia-

rism, copying many authors is  research. Actually, the one you’d really want to copy is Fehrenbach, and everybody would 

recognize that right away! So my presumptive audience will have to endure my own ramblings. 

 

 

Vivien writes from Wildcat Bluff: Looking forward to seeing you out here sometime soon!  We shall 

see about what we can do together.  

Vivien also mentioned that Paul had led some tours. What might we do to support her in her work 

there? 

https://youtu.be/9Hhb9QXxcCM
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PROGRAM NEXT MEETING  —APRIL 15, 2015 

Beryl Cain Hughes 

Beryl graduated from then-WTSU with Honors in the Department  of History and a 

minor in Anthropology, followed by an MA in Library Science from Texas Wom-

an’s University.  

“The purposes of archaeology are two: first, to substantiate or refute the documen-

tary record, and second, to provide a history to those peoples who have no written 

history.”  [Jack T. Hughes, p,c,] 

She has traveled extensively, having visited six continents, and is an avid reader and 

researcher. Her publications include Trementina, In the Light of Past Experience, 

journal articles, and currently this Newsletter. 

Further: The April program will also feature preparation for our participation in the Lamar Science Day 

on May 1.  Activities will include:  

 1.      Labeling paper bags as if they came from a field unit 

2.      Filling the paper bags with an assortment of prehistoric and historic items 

3.      Practicing the exercise to make sure the items can be interpreted easily but correctly 

4.      Looking at a ‘draft’ of several PowerPoint slides which will introduce the exercise and the vocabulary 

5.      Signing up volunteers to participate 

Beryl Cain Hughes

Still from Eden springs the root

As clear as on the starting day.

Edwin Muir
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EARLY INHABITANTS 

 

It is believed that Siberia and  Alaska were connected 

by Beringia at a time when some 9,000,000 cubic miles 

of ice covered parts of Alaska, Canada, Labrador and 

Greenland.  

Many researchers believe that Paleo man traveled south 

through the ice-free corridor. Others advocate for pad-

dling canoes along a coastal route. Or how about a row-

boat or a raft? These theories are not mutually exclu-

sive: perhaps one family or clan set sail, while another 

preferred to walk.  

Sites of the sailors are undoubtedly under water, and 

many of  those of the trekkers may be as well. 

 

 

TEMPORAL SEQUENCE 

 

Paleoindian: 13,500—9,000 ybp 

Archaic: 9,000 — 1,400 ybp 

Woodland: 2,500 — 950 ybp 

Late Prehistoric: 1,400—150 ybp 

Plains Village: after 1,000 ybp 

Post Contact: after 150 ybp. 

 

Note to experienced and professional archaeologists: 

Yes, you do know all this, and repeating it here is redun-

dant for you. However, we have new and avocational 

people, who are still struggling to learn the fundamen-

tals. (See editor’s note on inquiring after Alibates Flint 

Quarries.) 

One suggested route — the ice-free corridor. 
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CLOVIS FIRST? CHRONOLOGY OF  THOUGHT AND DISCOVERIES  

American Paleolithic? 

 1859 Discovery in Europe of human remains associated with extinct animals. Would American pre-history not 
be similar? 

 1870s Charles C. Abbot. If artifacts looked like European artifacts of great age, they must be just as old. Finds 
  artifacts deep in Trenton NJ gravels left from the movement of Pleistocene glaciers. 

 1880s Paleoliths reported from many sites, their presumed age based mainly on their resemblance to European 
paleoliths. 

      Late  1880s Reverend George Fredrick Wright announced an American Paleolithic; man arrived tens of thousands of 
years before Columbus.  

 1889 William Henry Holmes, BAE. Some lithics appear ancient only because they were discarded unfinished. 
Artifact age must be established by geologic context. 

 1892 Wright publishes Man and the Glacial Period. W.I. McGee, BAE, calls Wright a “betinshelled charlatan 
whose potions are poison.” ...“Archaeological issues were lost in a crossfire of accusations of government intimidation, 
scientific incompetence, and intellectual dishonesty.” (OCA vol.1 pp. 83-84). 

 1897 Sir John Evans. declares finds in the Trenton gravels are Neolithic, not Paleolithic. 

 1899 Frederick Ward Putnam and Ernst Volk. Find a human femur in the apparently Pleistocene Trenton grav-
els, followed by a dozen or so similar finds in various locations. 

 1903  Ales Hrdlicka arrives at Smithsonian. Humans bury their dead. Therefore, remains found in Pleistocene 
deposits were interred long after the deposits were formed. 

 19?? Alfred V. Kidder claimed that, because of the rancor, many were frightened away from even searching 
for evidence of early man in America. 

 1924 Harold Cook declares artifacts found with extinct bison bones at Lone Wolf Creek, Texas, are definitely 
Pleistocene. 

Clovis  

 1926 George McJunkin (unfortunately not credited in source) finds Folsom site.  

 1927 Jesse Figgins takes flakes to Washington to show Holmes and Hrdlicka, who did not challenge them. 
Showed that people arrived in the Americas in the late Pleistocene. 

Clovis Man 

 1933 Clovis points found with mammoth bones.  

 1953 Radiocarbon dating shows Clovis to be about 11,000 years old, slightly older than Folsom. 

Clovis First? 

 1953 Alex Krieger: half a dozen sites he believes to be older than Clovis. By 1964, he listed about 50 such 
sites. 

 1964 C. Vance Haynes believed arrival of Clovis man coincided with the ice-free corridor,15,000 years ago. 
Given Krieger’s list, some archaeologists allowed as much as 25,000 years ago. 

 Present  Such sites as Meadowcroft Rockshelter in Pennsylvania, and Monte Verde in Chile may yet break the 
Clovis-First barrier, but so far it is generally intact. 

 

See Silberman, Neil Asher, editor in chief, Oxford Companion to Archaeology, Second Edition 2012, Vol. 1, pp. 83-84 

Michael Collins, keynote speaker at SWFAS April 25,  will be telling us about  

“New Evidence, New Debates on the Peopling of the Americas” 
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 PROGRAM 

SOUTHWESTERN FEDERATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES 

50TH ANNUAL MEETING AND 51ST SYMPOSIUM PROCEEDINGS 

HOSTED BY THE SOUTHEASTERN NM ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER AND THE SOUTHEAST-

ERN NM ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, AND NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE 

HOBBS, NM, SATURDAY APRIL 25, 2015  

GENERAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

MORNING SESSIONS: 

  8:00 – 9:00am: registration and Refreshments 

 9:00 – 9:15: Welcome, Announcements, Appreciations, and Introductions  

 9:15 – 9:40 : “Archaeological Investigations and Research from a Contract Archaeologist” Jeffrey Pangburn and 

Ryan Church 

 9:40 – 10:05:  “Alibates Ruin and Quarries: Lifeways and Non-Perishable Material Remains” Beryl Hughes 

 10:05 – 10:30: Refreshment Break, Posters and Displays 

 10:30 – 10:55: “On the Trail of the People of the Cows: Transient Camps and Hypothesized Ceremonial Rendez-

vous of the Late Prehistoric Mobile Populations of Southwestern Texas” Eric A. Schroeder 

 10:55 – 11:45: “Drones in Archaeology: Professional and Avocational” & “Independence Creek’s Alan Shelter: 

An Earth Oven Cooking Shelter” Tom Ashmore 

 11:45 – 12:45: Lunch and SWFAS Board Meeting 

    

AFTERNOON SESSIONS: 

 

 12:45 – 1:00: SWFAS Business Report 

 1:00 – 1:45: Keynote Speaker, Dr. Michael B. Collins: “New Evidence, New Debates on the Peopling of the 

Americas” 

 1:45 – 2:10:“A New View of the Desert – The Permian Basin Programmatic Agreement Research Program in 

Southeastern New Mexico” Martin Stein  

 2:10 – 2:35: “The Battle of Blanco Canyon” Todd Smith 

 2:35 – 3:00: Refreshment Break, Posters and Displays 

3:00 – 3:25: “Where Do All the Brown Potsherds in Southeastern New Mexico Come From?” David V. Hill and Jeffery R. 

Ferguson 

3:25 – 3:50: “Preliminary Investigations of the Spence Cache, Gaines County, Texas” Richard Walter 

 

3:50 – 4:15: “Recent Research at the Blackwater National Historic Landmark” Stacey Bennett  

4:15 – 4:30:  “Where Do We Go From Here? Where Will the Next 50 Take Us?”  Calvin Smith 

4:30 – 5:00 Wrap-up and Open Forum. President, SENM Archaeological Society 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: DR. MICHAEL B. COLLINS, TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY 

“NEW EVIDENCE, NEW DEBATES ON THE PEOPLING OF THE AMERICAS” 

Abstract: 

Patterns are critically important in archaeological interpretation. Unique evidence is interesting and often important (as, for 

example, the site of L’Anse aux Meadows Newfoundland), but is usually suspect or at best tentative until it becomes part 

of a repeating pattern. In spite of multiple patterns among more than 35 well-documented sites older than Clovis in North, 

Central, and part of South America and older than Fishtail in South and Central America (collectively often called 

“preClovis”), critics and detractors continue to accept a limited few or even none of these sites.  Their reasons range from 

legitimate questions or concerns to unprofessional or unsupported rejections.  This situation is not new as the search for 

when and how humans arrived in the New World has been fraught with controversy for as long as there has been an 

“American archaeology.”  Periodic updating of this debate is essential as the evidence, concepts, and issues are constantly 

changing.  

Bio: 

Mike Collins is a native of west Texas who for over 50 years has studied the earliest evidence for humans in the Americas. 

He accounts for the peopling of North, Central and South America from the perspectives of geological and archaeological 

evidence which he finds partly in conflict with popular views derived from studies of human DNA and from the history of 

Native American languages. In his view the peopling of the Americas began at least 20,000 years ago and was far more 

complex than the prevailing consensus.  

 

JEFFREY PANGBURN AND RYAN CHURCH 

“ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS AND RESEARCH FROM A CONTRACT ARCHAEOLOGIST” 

 Abstract: 

This presentation will cover a comprehensive summary of the 127 cultural investigations for survey projects and research 

PROJECTS conducted by APAC during the 2014 calendar year. This will include a summary of projects with acres sur-

veyed and sites encountered and documented. The details of research conducted on brownware ceramics through neutron 

activation. An experiment conducted incubating water from shallow ponding basins and the potential subsistence re-

sources they may contain. The final topic will be on the identification of source areas of local lithic material in southeast-

ern New Mexico with the distribution of these materials across the surrounding landscape.  

 

BERYL HUGHES 

“ALIBATES RUIN AND QUARRIES: LIFEWAYS AND NON-PERISHABLE MATERIAL REMAINS” 

Abstract: 

 As long as 12,000 years ago, Alibates Flint was traded from the Jemez Mountains and Rio Grande Valley in New Mexico 

to Minnesota and the Pacific Coast. In the absence of written records, we use non-perishable remnants to try and surmise 

daily life and social organization of the inhabitants.  

Bio: 

Beryl Cain Hughes holds a B.A. in History and Anthropology and an M.A. in Library Science. She grew up in the moun-

tains of Utah and Colorado, and has visited every continent except Africa. She now lives in Canyon TX and loves the wide

-open Plains. Her publications and talks are accounts of people in their social, historical and physical environments. She is 

the author of "Trementina" and the editor of "In the Light of Past Experience: Papers in Honor of Jack T. Hughes." She is 

currently the editor of "Pastimes: the Newsletter of the Panhandle Archaeological Society." 

ERIC A. SCHROEDER 

“ON THE TRAIL OF THE PEOPLE OF THE COWS: TRANSIENT CAMPS AND HYPOTHESIZED CEREMONIAL 

RENDEZVOUS OF THE LATE PREHISTORIC MOBILE POPULATIONS OF SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS” 
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Abstract: 

Early Spanish expedition journals document vast areas of the Trans Pecos as being almost devoid of people during the late 

summer and early fall bison hunting season.  Archeological evidence suggests that mobile populations traversed ancient 

transportation corridors to ceremonial rendezvous located along the western edge of the Edwards Plateau.  There disparate 

groups congregated at sites like Ram’s Head and Squawteat Peak, where they engaged in ceremonial feasting and in the 

production of mainly hide processing tools as they prepared to move as communal groups into areas like the upper Con-

cho River Valley in west-central Texas to hunt bison.  It is hypothesized that such behavior may have been driven by a 

hide economy, in which bison and possibly deer hides were seen as major commodities in Late Prehistoric exchange.    

Bio: 

Eric Schroeder spent most of his formative years in west-central Texas, and as a young lad lived briefly in Albuquerque.  

In 1993 he graduated from Texas Tech University with a Master of Science in Archeology and Geography, and worked as 

a professional contract archeologist for over twenty years.  After serving two combat tours in Iraq, he returned to graduate 

school in 2011 where he is currently pursuing a PhD in archaeology (notice: archaeology with an “a”) at the University of 

Texas at Austin. Eric is interested in doing non-profit work, providing technical assistance to private land-owners who are 

concerned with the conservation of archeological and historic resources on their property. Eric lives near Austin, Texas 

with his wife Susan, his son Austin, and his daughter Raleigh.    

 

TOM ASHMORE 

“DRONES IN ARCHAEOLOGY: PROFESSIONAL AND AVOCATIONAL”  

&“INDEPENDENCE CREEK’S ALAN SHELTER: AN EARTH OVEN COOKING SHELTER” 

Abstract: 

Drones are quickly becoming a new and important addition to the archeologist’s tool kit.  They are fairly well known in 

the university and professional world now.  This paper will acquaint those who have not had the opportunity to experience 

this new technology to learn in layman’s terms just how it is being used.  I will look at the technology of these aerial vehi-

cles and their sensors being used within the university and professional community. I will also look at the still impressive 

technology available through lower costs to the avocational archeologists.   

Abstract: 

Concho Valley and Iraan Archeological Society members worked together to identify and record rock shelters within the 

Independence Creek Nature Preserve in 2014 and early 2015.  This report focuses on one small shelter which shows 

strong evidence of being used as a sheltered cooking oven rather than a habitation shelter.  Although hearths and middens 

have been reported within larger shelters throughout the Lower Pecos region, this is the possibly one of the first to address 

a shelter that appears to have been used exclusively as a cooking oven.  This shelter may also be one part of a larger mesa 

top complex of extended cooking locations serving a few large habitation shelters tucked into the canyon walls of this 

large mesa. 

 

MARTIN STEIN 

“A NEW VIEW OF THE DESERT – THE PERMIAN BASIN PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT” 

Abstract: 

The Permian Basin Programmatic Agreement (formerly the Permian Basin MOA) has been in effect now for six years.  

The purpose of the PA is “…to implement a creative, directed program to resolve adverse effects and, in particular, the 

cumulative and indirect effects of full-field oil and gas development and other industrial-related development undertak-

ings in southeastern New Mexico and result in better decisions affecting the management of historic properties in the Per-

mian Basin.” This paper briefly outlines the state of our knowledge of the prehistory and history of southeastern NM be-

fore implementation of the PA, describes the ”nuts and bolts” of the operation of the PA, and details the contributions 

made to date by projects funded through the program.  The PA has also funded a grants program, administered by the 

New Mexico SHPO, that has allowed academic and other researchers to complete small-scale projects that typically can 

be completed in a short period of time.  Most PA projects include a public education component in the form of publica-

tions and/or presentations of research results. In sum the PA has been a successful catalyst to jump-start research in south-

eastern New Mexico. 
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TODD SMITH 

“THE BATTLE OF BLANCO CANYON” 

Abstract:  

On October 11, 1871, Col. Ranald Mackenzie’s first attempt to subdue the Comanche began with his camp being stam-

peded and the death of Private Leander Gregg. Lessons learned during this expedition help shape his tactics in future en-

counters and created what many consider the greatest Indian fighter of all Nicknamed the “Battle of Blanco Canyon”, the 

location of this battle and the final resting place of Gregg has been debated and discussed for many years by local histori-

ans. Then in the spring of 2012, 4 investigators from the District Attorney’s Office in Lubbock applied their decades of 

combined law enforcement experience to finally try to figure out the battle site and to locate the grave of Gregg and rec-

ognize him for his ultimate sacrifice. We were soon joined by other historians and many other interested people. Hundreds 

of hours of research have been conducted online and at the national archives which have given us never before seen maps 

and reports that helped zero in on the location and culminated in finding Mackenzie’s maps and itineraries for this trip. 

These documents were thought to have never been created or lost to history. This research was supplemented by thou-

sands of man-hours with “boots on the ground” in which hundreds of artifacts have been recovered, which enabled this 

mystery to finally be solved.  

 

DAVID V. HILL AND JEFFERY R. FERGUSON 

“WHERE DO ALL THE BROWN POT SHERDS IN SOUTHEASTERN NEW MEXICO COME FROM?” 

Abstract: 

Plain brown-colored ceramics, known as “Brownwares” are a common artifact found on archaeological sites in southeast-

ern New Mexico. These undecorated ceramics have been assigned various type-names as a possible method of assigning 

an age or origin to this class of artifact. Petrographic analysis has been conducted of undecorated ceramics from several 

sites in southeastern New Mexico and west Texas. The result of these petrographic studies has suggested that some brown

-colored pottery originated either in the Sierra Blanca and Capitan Mountains of southeastern New Mexico or in the vicin-

ity of modern-day El Paso, Texas. Recent petrographic and instrumental neutron activation analysis (INAA) of eighty 

sherds recovered from nine sites in southeastern New Mexico identifies the sources of brownware ceramics. As the result 

of the present study individual sherds can be characterized by their mineralogical constituents and assigned to an INAA 

composition group that can indicate the origin of that sherd. The analysis of small ceramic assemblages can contribute to 

our understanding of the origin of those ceramics and how they may have circulated in the regional ceramic economy. 

 

RICHARD W. WALTER 

“PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS OF THE SPENCE CACHE, GAINES COUNTY, TEXAS” 

Abstract: 

A cache of bifaces was plowed up in a field adjacent to Seminole Draw near Seminole, Texas. Seeing that the cache was 

archaeologically important, the land owner loaned this cache for documentation. A description of the cache specimens, 

comparisons of other caches found within the area, possible cultural affiliation, reduction strategies, and future sourcing of 

the cache will be discussed. 

Bio: 

Richard is originally from Ralls, Texas, ca. 28 miles east of Lubbock. He has been a professional archaeologist for over 25 

years and has been with the Center for Big Bend Studies at Sul Ross State University for the last 10 years. He has been 

involved with archaeological investigations in Texas, Kansas, Indiana, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Neva-

da. He has been the project archaeologist for open block excavations at the Genevieve Lykes Duncan site, a Late Paleoin-

dian site in Brewster County, Texas for the last four years. He has been senior and co-author of numerous cultural re-

source management and peer-reviewed publications. 
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STACEY BENNETT 

“BLACKWATER DRAW LOCALITY 1: SYNTHESIS OF SOUTH BANK ARCHAEOLOGY, 1933 – 2013” 

Abstract: 

Research on the South Bank portion of Blackwater Locality 1 (a.k.a. the Clovis site) has continued since the earliest for-

mal investigations of the region in the 1930s. Ongoing documentation and archival work at the site revealed that massive 

quantities of data were collected over the decades but for various reasons went mostly unpublished. From published and 

unpublished sources, it was clear that the South Bank contained well- defined bison and mammoth kill areas, a broad 

sampling of other extinct fauna, and clear, sequential strata documenting a variety of human activities over several mil-

lennia. 

Examination of archival records showed that, although most fieldwork targeted the south side of the lake, the primary 

publications came from the northern work, skewing the public image in this direction. The decades of research, masses of 

collected data, curated artifacts, and archaeofauna merited attention and dedication to synthesize the mass of data. This 

research conducted a modern analysis of the collected archaeofauna and cultural data. Furthermore, a larger plan devel-

oped to synthesize recent results with all the available previously unpublished work on the South Bank. This synthesis 

will allow future research to tie the complex South Bank information into the larger comprehensive spatial and temporal 

picture of the landscape of the Clovis site. 

Bio: 

Stacey Bennett recently completed her Master of Arts degree from Eastern New Mexico University in Anthropology and 

Applied Archaeology.  Her initial archaeological fieldwork focused on Plains Village sites along the Missouri River in 

North Dakota. She conducted fieldwork in New Mexico, Colorado, Nebraska, and North Dakota, primarily for non-profit 

and university based research entities. Her most recent research at the Clovis site targeted further exploration of Paleoin-

dian and Zooarchaeological interests. 

 

CALVIN B. SMITH 

“WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? WHERE WILL THE NEXT 50 TAKE US?” 

Abstract:  

Archaeology is changing rapidly, not only in the methods and techniques being developed, but also in the cooperative 

ventures with multiple disciplines being employed to bring new insights and analysis to questions that transcend what we 

believe to be true today. Avocational archaeologists have begun to see their passion take on greater importance as they 

work with the profession making major contributions to the field. Perhaps more importantly professionals are beginning 

to embrace the opportunity to let avocationals work hand in hand on significant aspects of the research being conducted. 

There are advantages of sharing “local” knowledge with those who are “assigned” to complete a specific project within a 

limited time frame. As we enhance these relationships we will all be rewarded for these mutually beneficial experiences.   

Bio: 

Calvin Smith grew up in Lea County, NM. He was the second member to join the Lea County Archeological Society in 

1957 and organized the Lovington Junior Archeological Society in 1961; the same year he took an archaeological project 

to the NM State Science Fair which identified the Maljamar Point. He, John Corley and Robert (Bus) Leslie organized the 

Southwestern Federation of Archeological Societies in 1964 with the first symposium being held in Hobbs in 1965. He 

went to be Field Forman for two seasons at Rattlesnake Draw and published that report in Plains Anthropologist. He re-

ceived three degrees from Eastern NM University and was the first Curator of the Blackwater Draw Museum. He has had 

a 45 + year career in the museum field which included being director of the Waco Mammoth Site which is now being 

considered as a part of the National Park System and serving as Professor and Chair of the Department of Museum Stud-

ies and Director of the Strecker Museum Complex which is now in the new 143,000 square foot Mayborn Museum Com-

plex for which he raised funding and did the master planning. He retired from Baylor University after 20 years in 2003 

and he and his wife Sylvia built their retirement Hogan west of Pueblo, CO but he returned to Lea County to complete the 

Long Range Plan for the Western Heritage Museum Complex from 2007 – 2012. 

 

 


