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 A Death In Our PAS Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 First impressions matter.  And what an impression Jim Couzzourt made on all who had the good fortune to cross paths 

with him during his remarkable lifetime.  Jim served his state, our Department, and his beloved Palo Duro Canyon State 

Park with great professionalism and pride as our Customer Service Representative.  Regrettably, Jim passed away yester-

day morning, at work, doing what he did best every single day, greeting visitors warmly and welcoming them with open 

arms to Texas’ grandest of canyons.   

 Jim joined our team over ten (10) years ago after already giving much to the Park as a volunteer with the Partners in Palo 

Duro Canyon Foundation.  An intelligent man with an insatiable curiosity, Jim held a Master’s degree in Anthropology, 

which he coupled with his natural gifts as a lover of history and as a born raconteur.  He was an artesian well of infor-

mation, and his colleagues fondly referred to him as the “World Book Encyclopedia.”   

 As our Customer Service Representative, Jim was literally and figuratively, the “face of the park,” the first one that visitors 

met when coming through the gate and the one that they always remembered when they pulled through it driving 

away.  Visitors to the Park will attest that they were always greeted with his trademark wit, charm, and west Texas good 

cheer.  His knowledge of the cultural history of Palo Duro Canyon and the Panhandle region as a whole delighted all who 

had a chance to converse with him. 

 Jim will be missed dearly by his colleagues at the Park, as well as his loving family, Beverly, his wife of 35 years, and their 

two daughters.  Please join me in keeping Jim’s family, colleagues, and friends in your thoughts and prayers during this dif-

ficult time of loss and mourning.  As we know more about the planned services and opportunities for a Memorial gift, we 

will let you know.  Thank you. 

Best, 

C. Smith 

Carter Smith, Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

4200 Smith School Road, Austin, TX  78744, Office:  512-389-4802 

 

Jim was a friend and valued colleague.  I got to know him when we were enrolled at West Texas State University in the early 

70s. We had the opportunity to work together many times through the 1980s.  In addition to working on the Greenbelt TAS 

Field School, Jim was my site archeologist on 41OC27 (Courson B site) at the TAS field schools in 1987 and 1988 and my 

foreman for work there in 1986.  He acquitted himself well in skills, knowledge, and wit with the likes of Jimmy Mitchell and 

Mott Davis.  His knowledge of and contributions to our understanding of the prehistory of the Texas Panhandle will carry 

far into the future. 

David Hughes 

DTH_HAI <hughes@hughesarcheology.com>  

I wanted to let you know that my beloved husband, Jim passed away yesterday, Nov. 

7th at Palo Duro Canyon.  He was surrounded by the rocks and dirt he loved. Went 

quickly and is now at peace or perhaps making fun with Jack T. Billy R. and Ron M 

and all the others he so dearly loved.   

Services are at St. George’s Episcopal Church, 2516 4th Ave. Canyon, TX.  

Thursday at 10 a.m. Nov. 10, 2016      

Thanks, Beverly Couzzourt 
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Notes From the Editor’s Desk 

October was Texas Archaeology Month. Yes, it’s that time of year again. I’m writing on Election Day, not to be confused 

with Halloween, which is past. Thanksgiving is coming up, and soon afterward, Christmas. I saw my first lighted and deco-

rated house a week or so ago. 

According to THS: If the history of human experience in Texas were a book, most of the pages would be blank. For all we 

know about human cultures, lives, and activities in Texas, many more stories of Texas’ past remain unknown and await 

discovery. 

Each October, Texas Archeology Month (TAM) celebrates this spirit of discovery. It's an opportunity for Texans to under-

stand the: 

 Depth and richness of our heritage, from the former dwelling sites of prehistoric hunters and gatherers to historic ship-

wrecks and military sites 

 Historical significance of the state's archeological sites 

 Importance of proper archeological practices 

 Contributions made by professional and avocational archeologists to our understanding of Texas’ ancient and recent 

past 

Fannin Middle School goes all out every year with its History Festival. PAS is happy to participate. On the cover, you’ll see 

Dick Carter and Audrey Taylor supervising the corn grinding operation. We explain to our visitors that the mano and me-

tates were used to turn corn into corn meal, and you have to grind enough to feed your family! The corn meal then could be 

made into cornmeal mush or corn flatbreads like tortillas. Children are most familiar with it in the form of taco shells.  

It is often assumed that the mano and metate were developed in the American Southwest, but archaeologists have uncov-

ered a metate (grinding stone) on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, dated 23,000 B.C.  

Along with the corn grinding photos, you will see Donna Otto and Joe D. Rogers pictured on page five. There is also a pho-

to of the collection of furs, bones and other remains sponsored by the Wildlife Society.  

Page Six starts with two wild animals fully familiar to Plains dwellers: a bison and an owl. This buffalo doesn’t roam the 

Plains; he is inside a fence and the owl has a cord tied to his foot. The owl was found when he was three days old, and he 

recognizes his adopted father. They are in no danger from the man holding the gun, nor are they apt to be hung up on a tree 

limb, like the others we see here. The military was well represented. They fired their cannon on the hour every hour. 

One room was devoted to fiber: weaving and spinning. And  lest you think life was all work and no 

play for our forebears, there was an old-time country band, a juggler, and food: hot dogs, chili, soft 

drinks and even a cakewalk. 

As the old-time newspapers used to say: A good time was had by all. 

So hats off! to Fannin Middle School and the folks who make all this possible. See you next year! 
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MINUTES OF OCTOBER 19, 2016 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Veronica Arias at 7 p.m. at the Downtown Amarillo Library second 
floor Board Room.  
 
There were 12 members along with the program presenter, Shelley Armitage, in attendance.  
 
PROGRAM:  Shelley Armitage’s presentation was based on her book Walking the Llano which she described as “a con-
versation with the landscape” : her experiences along the Middle Alamos Creek on the family ranch in Oldham County. 
 
MINUTES: The September minutes were approved as published in the PAS Newsletter. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Pam Allison reported a balance of $4007.30 with all bills paid.  However, Alvin 
Lynn said he would be ordering new atlases for use in future presentations such as the Fannin History Fair. 
 
PUBLICATION:  Rolla Shaller reported $5060.73 in the Publications Fund and $1405.77 in the Money Market Fund. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Alvin Lynn reported on the West Texas Trail Association meeting.  Next year’s meeting will be the 
third weekend in October, 2017. 
 Paul Katz reported that 6 members represented PAS at the 21st Fannin History Fair.  There were approximately 1200 in 
attendance. 
 Veronica Arias said they are still looking for a speaker for the Studer Banquet.  NOTICE: The Banquet date has been 
changed to December 9, a Friday, at Dyer’s Bar-B-Que.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: PPHM has an interim director 
 Next month’s program will be on Black Water Draw. 
 TAS will meet October 28-30. 
 The SWFAS will meet April 1, 2017. 
 
The meeting adjourned with a book sale and signing of Shelley Armitage’s Walking the Llano. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Ruthe Carter, Secretary 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Studer Banquet  

Dyer’s BBQ  1619 S. Kentucky E #526 

I-40 and Georgia in Wellington Square Shopping Center 

 Amarillo, TX 79102  Phone: 358-7104  

 

Plan ahead for the silent auction!  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9. 

Not to be crass or anything,  

but this is one of the very few opportunities to support PAS! 

 

The Studer Banquet is our December meeting.  

Next formal meeting 

January 18, 2017 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION 

BIO 

Jasmine Kidwell’s interest in archaeology began as a child while visiting historic Missions in her home state of California. 

She completed her undergraduate education at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she received her BA in 

Anthropology in 2007. After graduating, she worked with the United States Air Force on Vandenberg Air Force Base in 

California, where she protected and preserved coastal archaeological and historic sites. Jasmine is currently a graduate stu-

dent in the Department of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology at Eastern New Mexico University. Her thesis research 

focuses on understanding the changing prehistoric landscape of the Blackwater Draw site in Portales, NM.  Her research 

interests include Paleoindian studies, geoarchaeology, and landscape modeling.  She has conducted fieldwork throughout 

the western United States, including the Great Basin, Southwest, and Southern High Plains. Currently, she is working as an 

archaeologist with the Bureau of Land Management in Cañon City, CO.  

 

ABSTRACT 

Modeling Landscape Evolution Across the Pleistocene-Holocene Transition at the Blackwater Draw Site 

Blackwater Draw Locality 1 (the Clovis-type site) served as a catchment for spring-fed streams during the late Last Glacial 

Maximum (~19,150-12,900 cal yr BP), providing a water source for the Paleoindian occupants of the Southern High Plains. 

During episodes of high effective moisture, water flowed out of the basin via an outlet channel into Blackwater Draw prop-

er. Coinciding with the changing climate of the early Younger Dryas (~12,900-11,500 cal yr BP), the flowing waters of the 

outlet channel were obstructed, impounding the waters of a shallow lake. This study uses the distribution of well-defined 

stratigraphic boundaries to create a series of surface models corresponding to the Clovis, Folsom, and Late Paleoindian oc-

cupations at the site. Stratigraphic data and sediment samples were collected from systematic hand augering of the outlet 

channel. Where the surface models indicate pronounced changes in the channel, sediment samples were more intensively 

analyzed to identify their origin and depositional environment. The models, coupled with sedimentary data, shed light on 

the processes responsible for ponding of the lake and provide snapshots of the changing morphology of the outlet channel, 

ultimately contributing to a richer understanding of the changing landscape during this critical time in prehistory.  
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Fannin History Festival 

October 15, 2016 



7 

 

 



8 


